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Letter from the Editor 


Brothers and Sisters, 


We are quickly heading into the summer months with planning and 
marketing for the Millions for Prisoners’ March at full speed. The 
March’s main Facebook page has over 4,300 members circulating 
march details and updates throughout their individual and collective 
communities. I’m proud to say that every person I speak to is 
informed of the upcoming historic event, and I wear a flyer on my 
back for the march at every demonstration I attend. I look forward to 
seeing as many of you as I can in D.C. April 19" and I’ll also stand 
tall for those of you who are unable to attend. I know that your hearts 
and energy will fuel us as we march for you. Black August is only a 
few months away. 

This issue of NoShackles begins with a Statement of Support for 
Black August from People of Color Commission of the Socialist 
Party USA. Supporters of the march are encouraged to participate in 
Black August, a period that commemorates the prison rebellion at San 
Quentin on August 21, 1971. It’s important for us to think about the 
way we treat people in the criminal justice system. If we allow 
ourselves to degrade the humanity of a group for any reason than the 
humanity of everyone is diminished. Our humanity is intertwined, an 
example of this is illustrated later in this issue where a white student 
explains the consequences of white privilege. 

I want to thank the readers for sending in your submissions. I received 
a batch last night and was able to include a few in this issue, but rest 
assure that the rest will be published in later issues. Reading your 
poems, stories, letters and artwork breath renewed life into me. Know 
that there is so much life in each in every one of you and we need it, 
we need to read it in your stories, see it in your artwork and even hear 
it in your music. Don’t stop creating, your work is a true blessing. 


In solidarity, 
Amani Sawarl (@SawariM1) 
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he 13th Amendment to 
the Constitution declared that 
"Neither slavery nor involuntary 


servitude, except as a punishment foi 


crime whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted, shall exist with- 
in the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction." 
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Statement in Support of Black August 


By madt89 | chisocialistparty.org 
February 23, 2017 





People of Golor Commission 
of the SPUSA 


This Statement was written by the People of Color Commission of the Socialist Party USA 
2/22/2017 


The People of Color Commission of the Socialist Party USA believes that now is the time to be 
very clear and intentional about our stance on mass incarceration, detentions and deportations 
in this country. We know that the commodification of human beings by the prison-industrial 
complex is one of the ways capitalism manifests in state violence. As people who are dedicated 
to ending all forms of state violence, the People of Color Commission stands in support of the 
work of all of the coalitions around the country who are engaging in the necessary work of 
prison abolition and agitating for the removal of the slavery clause in the Thirteenth 
Amendment of the Constitution. 


We understand that removing this clause is the only way to truly outlaw the enslavement of 
people, who are disproportionately poor people of color, in this country. Our Commission 
supports the actions planned across the nation for Black August, and we add our voices to the 
call to destroy the prison-industrial complex in the United States and to end US imperialism 
outside of our borders. Black August was begun to honor the lives and sacrifices of the San 
Quentin Six: George Jackson, Jonathan Jackson, Khatari Gaulden, William Christmas, James 
McClain, and Ruchell Magee, the only member of the San Quentin Six to survive the San 
Quentin Uprising in August of 1971. After the rebellion, brothers held in lockdown honored the 
fallen comrades. These brothers wore black armbands, studied revolutionary works, fasted, and 
abstained from radio, television, alcohol, drugs and the prison canteen for the month of August. 
They focused on physical training, political education, self-sacrifice, and other forms of 
resistance. 


Today, Black August is a time for Black people to reflect on the history of resistance throughout 
the African Diaspora, and to engage in moving the work forward. It is a remembrance of 
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freedom fighters and is worthwhile for anyone engaged in the work of Black liberation to study. 
For Black August 2017, coalitions around the United States will be engaging in various forms of 
political education and actions designed to mobilize around the removal of the slavery clause 
from the Thirteenth Amendment, and will be intensifying the demand for prison abolition in 
this country. The People of Color Commission is representative of the people most harmed by 
the prison-industrial complex in all of its functions. 


The People of Color Commission of the Socialist Party USA stands in support of the work that is 
being planned and done to end the mass incarceration, detention and deportation of our 
people. We call on socialists in our Party and elsewhere to learn about Black August and to get 
involved with the activities planned for August 2017 wherever and however possible. This is a 
historic opportunity to unite with the coalitions involved in the New Abolitionist Movement, 
and the People of Color Commission believes that this work is in keeping with our Party’s 
principles. 


If comrades wish to have additional information about the planned marches and about Black 
August, they can follow Millions for Prisoners Facebook page, Jail House Lawyers Speak, 
Malcolm X Grassroots Movement, Critical Resistance’s information on Black August, 

and http://www.iamweubuntu.com. 

Forward in struggle, 

The People of Color Commission of the Socialist Party USA 


We Must Rethink the Way We Treat ALL 


Criminals (not just non-violent ones) 


By The Race Card | http://www.afropunk.com/m/blogpost 
April 20, 2017 


Happy 420! Today, you've probably already seen a few people celebrating or reveling in some 
form of criminality. You might see them pointing out the ridiculous nature of marijuana 
criminalization, and how it makes no sense that a drug that is on nearly all accounts less 
harmful than alcohol is still illegal throughout most of the country. You might even see them 
draw attention to the racialized nature of such criminalization, using statistics like Black 
offenders are three times more likely to be arrested for weed-related crimes than white 
offenders, yet they participate at similar rates. 


You might hear these people say and do these things on days that aren't weed holidays, too 


(though weed holidays do bring out the best in folks)—when criticizing mass incarceration or 
discussing the need to reform the criminal justice system, for example. These are, gratefully, 
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becoming hotter topics among The Left with each passing day. We know that the system is 
broken, that prisons are overflowing and there is a pipeline to them directly from the school 
system. We know that the treatment and imprisonment of political prisoners is unjust, and we 
know that there is an urgent need for things to change on a structural level. 


But many of us don't know how our own inability to defend criminals and prisoners outside of 
those who are "nonviolent" and "political" only encourages everything to stay the same. 


By Hari Ziyad*, AFROPUNK Writer 


In general, we have a tendency to center our activism on those who are easiest for those in 
power to empathize with. The reasons for this are simple: If those pulling strings (read: wealthy, 
white, cisgender, heterosexual, able-bodied men) could only see themselves in those who are 
being harmed, then they might be more likely to alleviate suffering. This was the strategy 
around choosing an old white woman who did not bring sexual deviance to mind as the plaintiff 
when taking on the anti-queer Defense Against Marriage Act. This was also the strategy that led 
Civil Rights leaders to overlook and refuse to support Claudette Colvin, a dark-skinned teenage 
mother who made the same political act of resistance as Rosa Parks only months prior. 


When it comes to activism around prisons and criminal justice particularly, this tendency is 
perhaps the most evident. We emphasize the terrible punishments handed down for "non- 
violent" crimes, juxtaposed against the benignity of things like weed, perhaps even reminding 
those supporting these draconian criminal laws that they or someone they love has partaken in 
what is being criminalized. We make political prisoners a special kind of symbol for the brutality 
of the state, as if all prisoners don't experience the state's brutality for political reasons. And we 
pat ourselves on the back when, for instance, marijuana legalization slowly but steadily makes 
its way from the coasts of the country into the center. 


But the fact is the criminal justice system is oppressive across the board, and reinforces 
racialized abuse from the most violent offenders to the least. If we rely on bartering those who 
are most ignored for the sake of those who are more relatable, someone will always be 
required to be ignored. 


This is why gay marriage is here, but Black queer folks still experience HIV at epidemic 

rates, Black trans women are still being murdered, and white cis gay male establishments are 
invested in becoming a part of the system by keeping their distance from the margins of the 
LGBTQIA community. This is why buses may not be segregated, but neighborhoods and schools 
are increasingly so, and dark-skinned teenage mothers still have few allies outside of 
themselves. And this will be why marijuana legalization won't address the disparities in 
racialized imprisonment, even for marijuana-related crimes, but it will make a lot more white 
people rich. 
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Arguing on behalf of the least socially relatable is always a difficult task. It requires we unlearn 
our own investments in how the state punishes what it deems criminal, knowing that it will 
always deem the Blackest and queerest criminal. It demands that we look at justice and 
violence in different ways—ways that do not reify violence and forego justice. That we don't 
cheer for the state raising its whip to punish anyone, even those who might deserve castigation, 
because this type of whip will always require another slave when it's through with the one tied 
to the post before it. 


Most of all, it requires moving beyond an investment in empathy and incremental progress as 
our saving graces, as those who are most ignored should never have to "wait their turn," 
especially when we know a turn never comes for certain criminalized bodies. And those in 
prisons, particularly those who are queer, disabled and Black—even and especially prisons for 
the most violent criminals—are the most ignored. If we are serious about an intersectional 
approach that is about liberating the margins of the margins, we should do better not to forget 
this. 


Even-or especially—while celebrating 420. 


*Hari Ziyad is a New York based storyteller and writer for ARROPUNK. They are also the editor- 
in-chief of RaceBaitR, deputy editor of Black Youth Project, and assistant editor of Vinyl Poetry & 
Prose. You can follow them on Twitter @hariziyad. 


This student explains white privilege 
after a black sophomore caused a 
campus lockdown for carry 


By Harry Shukman | thetab.com 
February 25, 2017 


os 


A student’s status has gone viral 
explaining white privilege after a 
black student caused a campus 
lockdown for bringing a glue gun 
to school for a class project. 
Jenny Lundt, a sophomore at 
Colgate, wrote about how she 
was able to regularly carry a 
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sword around school without attracting police attention, while a black student had police dogs 


track him down for holding art equipment. 


“That is the reality of the institutionalized racism in the United States,” she wrote. “If you think 
for even a second this wasn't profiling, ask yourself why this sword is still in my room and has 


not ONCE made anyone uncomfortable.” 
We spoke to her about what happened. 


How did this start? 

I’m sitting in my dorm with three other people 
and all of a sudden everyone gets a text saying 
“Due to the dangerous situation in the Coop, 
you are advised not to leave your rooms.” We 
were thinking: “What dangerous things 
happen at Colgate?” Nothing happens here. 
Then we get an emergency text, and an email 
and a call. We thought: “What the hell is going 
on?” All of a sudden everyone was on their 
phone, texting on GroupMe asking what’s 
going on. Someone said: “I have a friend who 
works for the EMT and there’s an armed 
person in the Coop.” Everyone was freaking 
out. | can’t remember how long it was till we 
got an email from Colgate saying “Active 
shooter, there is an armed person on 
campus.” The library went on lockdown, my 
roommate had to hide in the closet for five 
hours in an academic building. There was 
panic and rumors were flying like crazy. One 
person said they heard two shots fired. 
Another said there were two shooters. One 
Said it was a suicide: someone ran down the 
hill and killed themselves. 





THIS is what white privilege looks like. This is me, only one year ago on this 
very Campus, running around the academic quad with a fucking sharp metal 
sword. People thought it was funny. People laughed- oh look at that 
harmiess, ~ silly white girl ~ with a giant sword!! 


Today, a black man carrying a fucking glue gun shut down my ~prestigious 
liberal arts college~ for 4 hours. The limited information that was released 
put all black men on this campus in danger and at risk of... See More 


Bri, ' 1.24 14h 


Turns out it was a guy running in the rain. He had to go to from his car to the school building, a 
30 second walk. It was raining so much he took off his shirt to keep dry, and he was holding a 
glue gun for an art project. That set off the campus lockdown for nearly four hours. 
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ies: ta cei es CoC i What’s the link with your sword? 

tghuegate | had this sword throughout my freshman 
year, from a friend. Every time we would 
have a dorm party, we would get the sword 
out and run around with it. Nobody ever 
saw that sword and said: “Hey Jenny, that 
looks dangerous.” Nobody has called the 
cops or looked at me with fear in their eyes. 
But it’s a legit weapon. Even when a white 
woman has a weapon in her hands, I’m not a 
threat. Because of my race, I’m not expected 
to harm anyone. 
This student was doing a project for school 
with a glue gun. He’s here to go to school. | 
had the choice to have the sword. He’s just 
trying to be a student and he was profiled. 
The thing is, he didn’t even know he was the 
person in question. He gets all the texts 
about an active shooter like everyone else. 
He runs eeeoo ATaT = 1:20 AM & 58%> 





, B Comment 


up to his a facebook.com G 
car and (= SSR RN <s /Ria 
goes back down the hill to a friend’s. He’s sitting there and | , 
doesn’t realize until police dogs come and find him, with 
the glue gun plugged in. 


OS. apy 2 2: 


What’s your take on this? 

White people need to step up their game and talk about 
their privilege. This is such a white school where racial 
profiling happens every day, it’s a very racist place. This is a 
call on white people to acknowledge your privilege then do 
something about it. You have to call it out where you see it. 
White people need to be better and do more and stop 
taking up so much space. 





This was outside the Coop.. 





pyitimimnios > Colgate |Ugz 
Colgate is the definition of extra 
< Hh OM ea 
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Asar Imhotep Amen, Ph.D. 


_ Creative Growth and Development Associates 


Slack Lives Vil] Never Matter Te owe Histories! Boenies- 
Averlks’s Wer On Black Men and Boys 2017 


lev Beld 


“Block people will never geic full equality ic his 


COUPLEY. Eves Shese Herculean efforts we haSl es 
eurcessfc) wlll predate no gore than tenporacy "pesks 
Of progress”, short-jived victories thet slide iste 
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“Dereick Sell 


The unsbated surder of Black males in Amerika bas 
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Cecacent afd exclusionary, Despite Bleck aales ozec~ 


, evans the bettos of every messure of & population's 
* ‘ 


alth ané prosperity,this é* lergely sgnoted and 
Little hes been done te arrest the acteal deaths of 
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of the causes eaderlying their curder Ot the bands 
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fsil to address Anerika’s long-#ternd efilection towards killd 
Bleck wales thet ie mot easily voaeaes” 1p ihe fact of racise. - 


Waile Sleck sen and bors gontince to dle st the bands of the stele 
and white viglisnses,diesiplinery scorality seserts that scholars 
should cesist the erge to theoretically sceount for these deaths 
serious philosophical oc conceptual study. Bleck sale 
owghout Une aniversity heve soted the resistence of 
jJourcalls sad varices disciplines to sericusly consider Bleck sale 
Bleck feuinics or other patedigns viich assuse 
em nay te be culturally sstadjusted ard patholegically vielect. 
any. ced 7 Black wale vulserabil is yatem to be at odds vith 
thereby eresing oe ee “ ering. Conferesces are re- 
lectant te accept papecs,eci evbaitting such work 
foe review,eod there is « persitstis vitricl towsrds the suthors 
of sush work sliev “poolng me fet tte ears Lehr pores Pay nae 
s for am ieplicit,bet perolesible ip 
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te it political seanval,ce eccectic,as well as 2 desial of the seed 
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Ee opeshs so the ceath thar pertienately pe Bisck asjec. 
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perestss y ,unenployedst ,6a¢d suicide in Unis cowmtry,yet there te eo 
nalstence thet the deaths of Slect oec teed not eccounted for 
beyond “raciesn” in our cerrent politics] silies, This acratorin 
discourages research love dileesas tculier to Black seles.ultiaetely 
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Nichael Browe’s desth,J ike that of Tasirc Rice,fric Garsec.Trapvoc 

Martin, Asodeu Dialle,Oecar Grast, Soko Crewford,Jordan Carte, onc 

Stephens Vatts, Ceprasents the accumeletion of an intellectual fatiure 

to grasp she comp tice ané the motivations ae, ore the 

tuacs-purdcer leogissicse of Anectkan racien. The neg 

drowe white Awerike to endorse lynching ss & tech of ‘mando 

is the eéae profousd anxiety ané fear that new neeees ene white 

biic to coderec the guider of Bleck men and boys jesciiiedle 

dor”. Sleck wales are often billed. by police oftisere: bewseee 

the efficer claias they fear for oes lives. This phebi«e 

noresliged anc saest joaal prog ) =sed to jestity. pelice 

Viclence ,ostreci lanureaaethen-it s s fear thet is piven 20 

much weight Ip inéividuel eases precisely becaccs it ic a 

thet beth white Awerike aod asany reciel and *e1hric gro : ie “Amar ite 

#here os well. The voleerability of Siach wea and beye ile Pie 

this comsentes. The sagreenen t that Slack gales can be killed 

shat the indlvidesls responsible for these surdersa will te Ldsulogieally 
eted in thele ratiousligations and fog ae sevsrced fox 

thels actions. We ere etigre gs concerned Ns of the 

seccalicd * super- reer es or” .@cd the Sfeaietinaee prolt eration of 

similer pethelogicel ae aboot Piact masculinity used to 

justify the muccer of Slack sales in soolety aad obscure the full 


whewine of Black cele oppression if Amerika, 
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similer pethelogicel ae aboot Piact masculinity used to 

justify the muccer of Slack sales in soolety aad obscure the full 


whewine of Black cele oppression if Amerika, 
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BP... aad atin * inane sours Baeng vith the thousands of other Black 
t oh Merrvation to Anerikan sb-cslied “ cacy’, 
but he fu ftlisent of tts promises of order and stability for ch 
white) sajority. Im other verds, aoti-Bleck vlolerce and the tha aieiatal 
egitization of tne waite agéerts ble for the dosath of Bleck 
pesrte serve to ay per ep socdatss order,ané boleter the lists 
ecological power cy in Apackee. Stated df saeasrent ss 
contrary to the Sevsexenie: s-ealis: for org correntiy inet B 
by activiers eed scholars elike,the dosths of Black geo aod yocty o 
a Serve to indleate the health of Amerikan demeerany rot ite 














For elecess ic 4 white sepreseciss society ts 
femught wit sitcteuite ty “and the all too Likely sutcome of death, 
Even es men, this recialized wasculinity is not thought to result 
shiticnrrarner te Suacutanter ineneased anes tines niaeemine 

2 merce ty spec shese 6 a- 
bedics known only shr encontrollabic excess,its leck of 
maturation where aay 400 @ll teecégressiccs (ro sotter enaii 
or idiosyneretic) are wadeentest so be deseoestrations of the aoe 
primitive aad eacivilizes aspects ots ‘ oat et evolved sevag 
As Geoffrey Conede President of the Ha ldgea ,tecacks, 

a f * of Che Mele ef Strong is cized mtg the seaze nate’ aa 
Violent. Male te virile get confused with sele as promicsvour. 
Male ss nt pre ire pogo S mele a6 reckless. Male es intelligent 











aveee 6 aixe? vith csle as t,racist and sexiet...Boye 
find selves welded: epee tagged forces beyowd their cootrel 
ss the the confosing souetioes perilous trip to = 


masheot". 
The aiiiee ¢ from which Hlack marhood springs is saturated with reaist 
caricatures thet gn seen te legitimate the fear Accrikens hove 
Of Sleck men. The ieages and perceptions of Black sen ss dangerous 
to socie pwomnes ané thesecives ultinetel 1 . ttern of 
thinking hat works to justify teeit seen ay ta8 e>le desths. 
The relationship betwee eeti-Bleck sacien ort of Slecks) 
and acti-8leck checvinise (the Aste " Bleck males az the berderces 
sex) te not ad — oper ye) le focus oo the gansood danied 
to Black aes . Seoh sag rae ‘ pe seneeesy depict Slack 
sen a6 purely at S egeutenes imeans chats petsine ng identities 
outside of : @ decadent tropes offerte. ~ whss telarpchy. 4 sore 
totrect enelysts of racism and chauriniecs would wudexete that 
Bisck male oppression end death ie ceoted in an inpositioes of « 
Seadly gasculice caricaturera berberiss j gerne a eee mass+ 
Surder soecetice and ercovrest recies sisaed tote atest this 
sossaty ane the stooseeseee cthe from it, citinatel Leck sale 
mg it nede generic. theegnt to rg Bae en . of “ractiso”, 

















aut? 
so if 45 ere pushing fetellectusls end os Ste to be 
antieeasentioli«t (preblenatiziog tecia Lieyvasbers at gf inequality), 


Bisckt asa are deened “unfis” for stuty. 


baa abornes te 
to e¢% you (ree- 
You vill seve 
Be FREE! 
“Halools & 
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Slack gale is reced and sewed pecquliazghy, configured as Barteric 
- sods Pitet tobe heg "55 al Tiokaoe stisal snow 6 Sonae beng, bee 
Sere ex em<e es * te to . 
Just ificetiog for his death. Bleck eale death lesseas their eooacaic 
tities with,as well es their politics! Wedscality sgainat white 
society. It is thie fear of Black aales that allows sociely to « rt 
the imposition of death on these bedles,aad consent te the ratlocali- 
fathons the police state offer es their justification fer Billing the 
Sleth-aale beast (the rapist,the cyizinal,aed Une deviact this). The 
young Bleck male's doath,che death of Bleck boys,ic mirehy 2f extessicn 
OF this legic-the need to destsoy the Black Beast cub before it satures 
into full pathology. The Black boy, that child,is ecen as the potential 
Nigger-beast. This apti-Bleck d which specifically 2ffecte the 
Blect boy has been referred to Elaine Brown es # cew Risd of racisc, 
4 roctaa beile a She ents- Blase oat nedeey a F weareie # ates wales 
es the super-pr ‘ 3 seper- ator #o: Only atts to 
legitimise the whelecce vesponsible for the deaths of Sleck gales,but 
inceléates the rationalisation that cives wOat Bleck celes actually 
are,Slackt cele death ts secessary an indiesperseble strategy foz the 
Sofcty anc seuurity of Ameritan society, Qvetisoking the mass-Hurdering 
Gispoeltion of Amerike towarce Blast celes presents an intonplete 
Gtegnoets of the impetus behind the levels of violence ond sanctions 
ed wor Bleck commositter (Black voeen.Bleck fanilies) tn an 
effort £0 costeol the Lives of young Bleck cales. 


Even childmeed ¢senot ata Black boys from the aepe-nurdoring 
logistics of Amerikan soe ty. Black boys #ft sech a6 wire culpable for 
thes? #Gtiona(i,e.,lese innesent}) within « clases Sustice sorters 
then are thetz peers of ‘other races, Rectuse Bleck & se ectually 
Page as older es aM he=ce more culpebie for their behavior. there 

en ieplicit dehumanization thet ret enly predicts racislly disparate 
percepticns of Black tet alee predicts ractally disperste &.. ice 
Violence ‘toward Black children tn reaiqewerlé settings. Police oftes 
icagine the Black tey-s child-te be physically artery i the sent-- 



















5, fishés white Anerikans, 
pathles for Bleck homanity, but 

siso the acceptance of greater levels of vVielere directed towards 
Black ptopte. The caciet assecintion between the so-called “segre” 
apd ape if cot sisply an sheteect and detached storect ,wwt rather 
a Wistorice! trope ued to grenasy the dehumanization of Slack le 
whieh indlviduels and socte groupe sce targeted for Geoetes oeee 
Cegtegstion, acd statergacctioned vicleoce acd/or swider. Black wale 
Geath and see Ss she result of this otginecred escietel progras 
(poatos),a mechinaticas of this spperetus ebecures and in copy 
tescs +g Gut ability to see the lives of Bleck osn ond boys as 
wortiviiile. 


a le th and 


Bleck den ond boys are seen ae deservirg Goeth in Avcrika. seceuse 
lack men are thought to be “not hunae”, there ls @ tendency te eebrece 
their sociologice#l coaditicn as their essential chatecteristice. Slack 
“alos re thought to bs the origins uf their comliticns rather thas 
thele sconditiear Deicg the origins of their peedleas, The desiguation 
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of hleck melee 464 lees in sccicty,sieultatecesiy enforced by cur 
sosdeaic theories demanding the de-erphasis of thelr plight allows 
such ideologies to operate witheut challenge. Such concepiuslssaticus 
allow foe the ingarceretica and the elimineticn of youss Block osles 
by catensib'ly soresl omc eve oeans. Sleilerly,Oc.Suer FP. Newton 
bas argued in “Fear an¢ Doubt” that “sectety res s to Be Bleck 
men #s @ thicg,s beast,c reg mag? Lge RIE to i or ste 
On. Se ie asked to respect lav: t dG tet Te t Bie”. Ultinately, 
it is the Sleck sen boys who retale iacletet ,conéenned ead Sgnored 
by theccy that “nave been nade to pay the “sacrificial coate” fer the 
roletively iaproved conditicss since the 1fi0e that Rave iepebled seny 
Hleck so-called “Aver the ghettos and inte the suberse”-. 
Bleck =xales are the deposisteries of the oegativity traditionel ess- 
Ociated with Blackness that nekes t ,soctally politically 
and comeptwelly,possible for other Bleck Oodies. 


There is on cocle conection between the dosths of Black males in 
Society ané the erasure of Slack wen (rom the resale of - In 
teslity,fleck melee ere presextes a= nooshonen o6¢ atimslistic in 
the sinds of whites,but our theories rebieh eesignieg the death of 
Black males t© the generic description of ractss,< cotion sot throughly 
anslyeed be identity etholarship and unsdle to inadequately capture 
the specific kind of oppression and violence that defines 8 asle 
existence. Micheel Brown (2}) Bleck sez and boys in Aweviba) was a 
whotigsa display of the power weice Life hes over thie kied of Bleck 
existercers Gemonstration of the ly eedless Lint ft GF waite 
iscividcuals' power to enforce the anti-Slack consensus of soetety 
towards these specific Slseck-ssie - Bis dosth=Siack Male Death- 
shows that wacie= ic oct sieply eotias antipathy, det the power whites 
aseert over the world, thereby seeing Bleck life isconseqeentis! ic 
its cush to sequice ownership ever reality;> dycacic creating she 
orders of tnewledge 43 an extension of the order of society Seccssery 
to eeloteto enti-Bleckness and peeserwe Waite suprenscy. Secéuse thls 
cacist societal architecture ie de-emphasized ,ecadenic dlecourse(s) 
of race-cisss-gender-prcsupposing the tniinste power of ail wale 
bodles-prefigures = conceptual calculus Gedicates to eredicati the 
vulnerability of Bleck men because theyete Gen. Bleck wen are t nt 
to be cicetic (white triarchs; an cateeeble theoretical position 
gives the cleal ev of Bieck male dleadvantage,det ene chat 
Sceves to office scclety"s asewredeese in holding thal bis Geetm is 
the cnly way to remedy the dangers he poses co society. Te can see 
the corpses of thousands upen thoussnds of Slack ner ah) toys bet 
do we geslly understand the vulnerability of Bleck aen and bese enough 
to theorlae shele Lives? 























te tully urderstasd the shove essay [ highly recommend Wet you stucy 
deeply the fellewieg two books: 


1,) Trelets Papers: 7>< Keys To The Selere by Oc. fredtas Crese-Nelecing 
2.) Tugegasis atetken-Ceoteret Critique of Burepees Ocleural Toooght 
and Sebevier by De.Merinbe Ant 
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Updates 


Millions for Prisoners March 


Here is a current list of local representation for the millions for prisoners’ march stretching 
across all ends of the country from Washington State down to California and over to Florida. 


e Lancaster, CA 

e Los Angeles, CA 
e Riverside, CA 

e San Diego, CA 

e Santa Barbra, CA 
e Palmdale, CA 

e Tampa Bay, FL 

e Savannah, GA 

e Baton Rouge, LA 
e New Orleans, LA 
@e Omaha, NE 


Mission Statement 


Central New Jersey 
Raleigh, NC 
Lancaster, PA 
Northampton, PA 
Mid-Point South Carolina 
Houston, TX 
Fredericksburg, VA 
Richmond, VA 
Seattle, WA 
Spokane, WA 
Washington D.C 


WE SEEK TO UNITE ACTIVISTS, ADVOCATES, PRISONERS, EX-PRISONERS, THEIR FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS, AS WELL AS ALL OTHERS COMMITTED TO THE FIGHT TO DRASTICALLY REDUCE OR 
ELIMINATE PRISONS AND THE PRISON SYSTEM, AND REPLACE THEM WITH MORE HUMANE AND 
EFFECTIVE SYSTEMS. OUR AIM IS TO EXPOSE THE PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX FOR THE HUMAN 


RIGHTS VIOLATION THAT IT TRULY IS. WE WANT 
TO CHALLENGE THE IDEA THAT CAGING AND 
CONTROLLING PEOPLE KEEPS COMMUNITIES 
SAFE. WE BELIEVE THAT FOR TOO LONG OUR 
NATION HAS RELIED UPON INCARCERATION AS 
A WAY TO SOLVE BROADER SOCIAL PROBLEMS, 
TO ITS DETRIMENT. IN AUGUST OF 2017, WE 
WILL MARCH ON WASHINGTON TO BRING 
WORLD ATTENTION TO THE CONTINUED 
SLAVERY AND INVOLUNTARY SERVTITUDE IN 
AMERICA, ENABLED BY THE 13TH AMENDMENT 
AND TO HIGHLIGHT THE EVER INCREASING 
MOVEMENT AGAINST THE PRISON INDUSTRIAL 
COMPLEX. 
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Millions for Prisoners Human Rights Marc 


August 2017 





Getting Involved 


The Millions for Prisoners March is a grassroots movement dependent on community 
investment and local organizing. We urge readers to personally take up this human rights cause 
by getting involved in a variety of ways including creating flyers, making videos, sharing 
hashtags such as #Abolishthe13th or #EndPrisonSlavery, as well as sharing Millions for Prisoners 
Facebook pages in order to raise awareness through social media. These are some small steps 
individuals can take to inform their community. We also encourage participants to spread their 
impact by organizing their community to mobilize to Washington D.C. For those who are unable 
to travel to D.C. we are ask that communities host solidarity demonstrations on the August 
19th. This is a grassroots movement so we are truly relying on the people to make this happen. 
Below is information on how to form a local organizing committee. 


Local Organizing Committee (LOC) 

The Local organizing committees shall be comprised of various individuals and organizations 
situated in local communities throughout the country. The LOCs will provide direct interaction 
with members of its local community as it relates to the promotion, organization and 
mobilization for the Millions for Prisoners Human Rights March. The LOC will engage members 
of the local community, and provide education on the impacts of the 13th amendment of the 
U.S constitutions and other laws that contribute to mass incarceration in their communities. 


Requirements: 

1. Minimum of 3 participants to form a LOC- 
1 member being the Local Representative Become a Local Representative! 

2. All participants must be in agreement to Millions for Prisoners Human 
raise awareness and push the Millions for Rights March 
Prisoner Human Rights March agenda. 
Participants are responsible for connecting 
with organizations and recruiting new 
members 


Help spread the word in your. community! 
Represent the March at Local Events! 


contact: millionsforprisonersmarch@gmailcom 
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Submission Info: In addition to publishing content raising awareness about the march and 
providing updates on demonstration progress, the No Shackles Newsletter also accepts work from 
prisoners in the form of articles, art and poetry. This March is about you and some of our most 
meaningful contributions come from the inside. We also accept submissions from friends and family 
members of prisoners. For readers interested in submitting their work: typed and printed can be sent to 
the return address or emailed to <millionsforprisonersmarch@gmail.com>; carbon copy: 
<amanisawari@gmail.com> Submissions should be marked Attn: No Shackles Newsletter 

Facebook: Millions for Prisoners March on Washington 





Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners 


| All pereoners shall be treated woth the respect duc to thee mbherent 
dignity and value as 
human beings 


2 There shall be mo discrimenation om the grounds of race, color, sex, 
language, religeon, 

politcal or other opimon, national of soceal orygin, property, birth oF 
other status 


3. It ts, however, desirable to respect the relegious beliefs and cultural 


precepts of the group to 
whech prisoners belong. whenever local comditsans so require 


4. The respomsibelity of persons for the custody of prisoners and for the 
Protectan of society agarnst 

crime shall be discharged in keeping with a State's other social obyec- 
tives arxd its 

fundamental respoesibelitees for promoting the well-being and develop. 
mem of all members of 

seat) 


5 Except foe those lnutateans that are demonstrably mecessitated by the 
tact of incarceration, 

all prisoners shall retain the human rights and fundamental freedoms set 
out im the Universal 


Declaration of Human Rights, asd, where the State concerned 1s 4 party, 


the Insernatromal 
Covenant on Economic, Soceal and Cultural Reghts, and the Internation- 
al Covenant on Civil and 
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Political Reghts and the Optional Protocol thereto, as well as such other 
rights a3 are set out in 
other United Nalons covenants 


6. All prisomers shall have the mght to take part mm cultural activities and 
education aimed at 
the full development of the human personal ity 


7. Efforts addressed to the abolitean of solatary confinement as a punish- 
ment, or to the 
restriction of sts use, should be undertaken and encouraged 


8. Conditions shall be created onalting pewoners to undertake meaning- 
ful remunerated 

employment whech well facslitate theer reintegration into the coantry's 
labor market and 

permit them to comtribute to their own financsal support and to that of 
thew familes 


9. Prisoners shall have access to the healih services avaslable in the 
country without 
descrumination on the grounds of their legal satuation 


10. Weth the participatean aed help of the comnmyunity and social institu- 
bans, and with due 

regard to the interests of vectums, favorable conditions shall be created 
for the reeviegrataon 

of the cx-prisoner into socrety under the best possible comditeoens 


Lt. The abowe Prencuples shall be applied impartaally 
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